TECHNICAL WRITING: ENG115
Identify and Narrow a Research Topic;
Identify Audience, Purpose and Sources
Planning form for Exercise 8



Answer all the questions before posting the message to the Discussion Board Forum for Exercise 8. 


TIME
 
The Research Report Draft is Due on:
 
The Final Research Report is Due on:
 
I have ____ weeks to complete the project.


SELECTING A TOPIC: 
 
My technical field is:
 
Another area of Interest I might like to research is:
 
Possible topics I might like to investigate include:
1.
 
2.
 
3.
 
4.
 
5.
 


This is the Topic I would like to work on (I have found enough current articles on it to get started):
 
(If it is different from your Exercise 7 bibliography Topic, you will need to do another search to see if there are suitable articles available.)


I would like to know more about my selected Topic because (explain in a few complete sentences):
 
 


I will focus on the following problem within my topic (explain in two or three complete sentences):
 
I will subdivide my general problem into the following specific sub-questions (the more detailed, the better; you should have at least eight to ten very specific questions here; you will do further research to find answers to these questions):
 
1.
 
2.
 
3. 
 
4.
 
5. 
 
6. 
 
7.
 
8.
 
9.
 
10.
 


AUDIENCE
My intended audience is: (Write a fully developed, detailed paragraph here that identifies and describes the intended audience for your report. Explain their educational and technical level, what attitudes they may already have toward the material, what they already know and what they need to know. Do not claim that you are writing for yourself!) 
 
 


PURPOSE
My purpose for writing this report is: (Write a fully developed paragraph here that explains the purpose of your report. It may be part of your job, you may want to publish it, you may be preparing for a big meeting, etc. You may make up a fictional purpose, but explain in detail what use your report will be for your intended purpose.)
 


SOURCES
I may use these libraries:
 
I may use these search engines:
 
I may visit the following places to gather information:
 
I may interview the following experts to gather information:
 
I may contact the following companies or agencies for oral or print information:
 


BIBLIOGRAPHY SO FAR
Print sources I have found (if you are working with the same topic as your exercise 7 bibliography, paste it here; if you have changed topic, you will need to identify at least ten sources on your new topic):
 
 
QUESTIONS
 
I have these questions for my Instructor:
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