
CHAPTER XI11 

I N  T H E  CHIEF  CITY 

" THE chief city " is still St. Petersburg. Moscow has never 
wholly yielded her ancient supremacy to the new city on the 

Neva, and retains the proud title of the 
31. Petersburg. first capital. There are, in fact, two capitals 

in Russia, and if St. Petersburg may be des- 
cribed as the Imperial capital, Moscow is the Russian capital. 
Or perhaps Moscow may be regarded as the metropolis of 
sentiment and tradition and St. Petersburg as the metropolis 
of power. But this is true only if power be taken in the 
sense of political power. Economically Moscow is more in- 
fluential than St. Petersburg, and as a literary and artistic 
centre-Moscow is at  least equal and in some respects superior 

I to St., Petersburg. Since the trend of economic development 
in Russia is towards the south, towards the Black Sea Basin, 
it seems natural to suppose that the economic importance 

I of Moscow will continue to  grow much more rapidly than 
that of its rival. Moscow is nearer the greater part of the 

i Empire than the newer capital. The resident of St. Peters- 
burg in order to  reach Eastern and South-eastern Russia, 
the Crimea, and the Caucasus must pass through Moscow. 
I t  is only to Kiev, Odessa, Warsaw, and the Western fron- 
tier that he possesses direct routes independent of the ancient 
capital. The Muscovite, on the other hand, is under no 
necessity to pass through St. Petersburg on his way any- 
where, except to Helsingfors. The civic spirit is much 
stronger in Moscow than in St. Petersburg. And it is a 
curious fact that whereas Moscow, as the centre of the pro- 
cess of " gathering in the Russian lands," once represented 
a hard, shrewd, and calculating despotism it now embodies 
far more than St. Petersburg public initiative and civil 
liberty. Of those two figures who by their conflict and 
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co-opcmtiun liavc determined the course of Russian history, 
the full-blooded, broad-chested, roving bogatyr, and 
the dial; or Government clerk, the former may now be said 
to have his seat in Moscow, the latter in St. Petersburg. 

For all that the present is the St. Petersburg period of 
Russian history. The mere fact that the administration of 
such a vast Empire is concentrated on the banks of the Neva 
gives the city a steady predominance which it is difficult 
even for Moscow, with its traditional charm and its industrial 
and commercial energy, to shake. Moreover, St. Petersburg 
continues to be the " window looking out into Europe." It  
may be argued that this particular function is growing obso- 
lete. Connection with Western Europe by sea can only be 
maintained for about eight months in the year. Regular 
connection can be maintained only by rail, and by rail Moscow 
is practically as close to Berlin and Paris as St. Petersburg 
is. But St. Petersburg still retains its significance as a 
" window," for while RZoscow is in the very heart of Russia, 
is in the very midst of the sphere of Russian civilisation, St. 
Petersburg is a Russian outpost on the fringe of the Germanic 
sphere. The territory on which St. Petersburg stands is 
ethnographically hardly Russian a t  all. I t  is only made 
Russian by the fact of St. Petersburg being there. The city 
stands partly on the site of Finnish villages, and it is sur- 
rounded by Finns. Not only is the frontier of the Grand 
Duchy of Finland only an hour's railway journey from Sf. 
Petersburg. The peasants of Tsarskoe Selo and Pavlovsl< 
are pure Finns, and the Finnish language may be constantly 
heard in the parks in the neighbourhood of the palace. 
And the farmers who look over the fence of the St. Petersburg 
Aviation Ground when flights are in progress are nearly all 
of them Finns. The Finnish population extends along the 
southern shore of the Gulf of Finland down to near Narva, 
where the Esthonians, another variety of Finns, begin. The 
word Neva itself is Finnish and means a swamp. Tsarskoe 
Selo was originally the Finnish village of Saari, which means 
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" The Island." Saari became Saarsltoe Selo (selo meaning a 
village), and since the place became an Imperial residence, 
the Saarskoe Selo very naturally became Tsarskoe Selo or 
The Village of the Tsars. 

Finnish peasants and Russian Tsars-the juxtaposition is 
rather startling, but it has a very definite historical signifi- 
cance. The territory of St. Petersburg has not an exclusively 
Finnish past. I t  once formed part of the territory of the 
Republic of Novgorod, and in the Novgorod days there were 
Russians on Lake Ladoga, on the Neva, and on the southern 
coast of the Gulf of Finland. The Grand Prince Alexander 
Nevslcy defeated the Swedes at  the mouth of the Izhora near 
St. Petersburg. The region was, in fact, a perpetual battle- 
ground between Russians and Swedes, and the Finns passed 
under the dominion now of the one, now of the other people. 
In the long run the greater number of the Finns fell to Sweden 
and so were definitely annexed to the Germanic sphere of 
civilisation. The Finns in Tsarskoe Selo and around St. 

' Petersburg are very simple folk, but the civilisation they 
have is Germanic. They are Protestants, and the newspaper 
they read is printed in Gothic letters. Peter wrested the 
Baltic from the Swedes, and when at  the beginning of the 
eighteenth century he gained the mastery over the Baltic, 
the whole coast-line was in the grasp of a strong Germanic 
civilisation, or, in other words, of that form' of European 
culture which contained the most vital elements of progress. 
When Peter founded St. Petersburg it meant that he planted 
his capital right within the Germanic and Protestant sphere. 
He made the two spheres, that of Russo-Byzantine and of 
Germanic culture interpenetrate. And it is for this fact, 
for the interfusion of two cultures that St. Petersburg still 
stands. I t  is not only a gate by which European influence 
enters Russia. I t  is also-and this second function grows 
more important as the years go by-a gate by which Russian 
influence passes into Europe. I t  is the key to  Russia. 

The position of St. Petersburg represents, a development 
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of the most ancient traditions of Russian history. Si. Peters- 
burg is thc successor not only of Moscow, but of Novgorod. 
The Varengers, or Varidgi, the Scandinavian warriors who 
established themselves in Novgorod and Kiev came up in 
their ships by way of the Gulf of Finland and the Neva. 
The spot where St. Petersburg now stands once formed the 
entrance to that " Great Way " which led from the land of 
the Varengers to the land of the Greeks, from Scandinavia 
to Constantinople. I t  is associated with the early civilisa- 
tion of Northern Europe. And it is because St. Pctersb~lrg 
is where it is that Russia is now not merely an &+tern Ijut 
a North European power. 

The Neva opens out into the Finnish Gulf on the north of 
which is Finland with its Swedish associations and on the 
south Esthonia. Sweden lies just outside the Gulf and the 
Baltic Provinces, which begin with Esthonia and are impreg- 
nated with specifically German culture, end a t  the Prussian 
frontier. The whole of the area on which St. Petersburg 
looks out thus comes within the domain of Germanic culture 
in the broad sense. But this area is not confined to the 
Baltic. I t  is a maritime area and extends beyond, to Norway, 
Denmark, Holland and England. St. Petersburg draws 
vitality from the restless maritime enterprise in the Baltic 
and North Seas. The chief link between the continent ancl 
the ocean is 'here. St. Petersburg is the principal port in the 
vast Empire, even though navigation is ice-bound for five 
months in the year. Riga has a bigger export trade nonr 
that it has been linked up more closely by rail with the 
interior. But Riga owes its rapid modern growth to St. 
Petersburg. I t  was through the existence of the capital on 
the Neva that the Baltic Provinces were brought into that 
close and intimate connection with Central Russia, that gave 
the port of Riga at  the mouth of the Dvina a new importance. 
In imports St. Petersburg leads. About half the import 
trade of the Empire follows overland routes, and of the 
overland imports the station of Wirballen, or Wierzbolo\VO 
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on the Prussian frontier registers the greatest volume. But 
St. Petersburg is in advance of Wirballen and all the ports 
as well. Yet the prominence of St. Petersburg in the Baltic 
and Nor,h Sea area is not a mere matter of imports and 
exports. I t  is a political prominence. St. Petersburg is the 
watch-tower of the greatest land Empire, and the outlook 
from this watch-tower is over the grey northern seas. The 
fact has manifold political implications, some hopeful, some 
disquieting. The Finnish problem is here, and the wariness 
of Sweden and to some extent the alertness of Germany are 
to be explained by the concentration of Russian energy on 
the Neva. On the other hancl, Anglo-Russian friendship, the 
friendship between the land and the sea empires, seems to 
find its natural centre in this watch-tower. The famous 
meeting between King Edward and the Emperor Nicholas, 
\ilhich marked an epoch in the development of Anglo-Russian 
relations, took place a t  sea just off Reval. But this very fact 
indicates the weak point in the rapprochement. The friend- 
ship between the two countries would have been very much 
deeper, stronger, and more effective, if Russia had not been 
so torn by internal strife that the Government did not venture 
to arrange the meeting on land, in St. Petersburg, in the 
midst of its own people. It is the Neva that gives St. 
Petersburg character, life and beauty. The only other 
European capital that has a river to be compared with that 
on which St. Petersburg stands is London. One might easily 
debate the relative merits of the Neva and the Thames. 
There are moments when the one is strongly suggestive of 
the other. In the city area they appear to be about equal 
in breadth. The political importance of St. Petersburg 
as a maritime city is, however, diminished by the absence 
of a strong fleet in the Baltic and by the attraction of 
Russian political interest to the Black Sea region and 
the shores of the Pacific Ocean. 

On the land side St. Petersburg appears to thrive on the 
assimilation of distance. Far more than Moscow the city 
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represents a conquest over nature. And this not merely 
because it was built on a swamp, but because it represents a 
concentration and centralisation of the resources of the 
Empire. I t  lives by the far rather than by the near. I t  
lives by broad generalisation, and this accounts for an air of 
coldness and severity that contrasts with the cheerful spon- 
taneity of Moscow. After all, what resources lie in the 
immediate neighbourhood of St. Petersburg ? The greater 
part of the population of the St. Petersburg government 
o~vcs its presence to the fact of the city's existence. The 
St. Petersburg government merges into the  Novgorod region, 
but for all its ancient prosperity and importance the Nov- 
gorod government is far from being wealthy or progressive 
now. The last blows to  the prosperity of Novgorod were 
due to the efforts of St. Petersburg to ensure rapid com- 
munication with the interior. The establishment a t  the 
beginning of the nineteenth century of the Marie Canal system 
opening communication with the Upper Volga a t  Rybinsk 
by wa!- of Lakes Ladoga and Onega, Bielozero (or The White 
Lake), and the river Sheksna diverted traffic from the central 
waterways of Novgorod. And when the railway between St. 
Petersburg and Moscow was built it took a straight line 
between the two capitals, leaving Novgorod on one side to 
dream of the days when Imperial couriers rode swiftly, and 
when a constant flow of coaches, sleighs and tarantasses 
passed over the old high road between the Kremlin and the 
Neva. This treatment of Novgorod illustrates St. Peters- 
burg's indifference to detail, of its eagerness to sketch out a 
broad plan which may afterwards be gradually filled in at 
leisure. The Baltic provinces are almost at  the gates of the 
city and are being drawn more and more into the sphere of 
its influence. There is a large German colony in the city, 
a considerable part of which is of Baltic origin. There 
are German shopkeepers and artisans, and numbers of 
German girls from Esthonia, Livland, and Courland are 
employed as cheap governesses or nurses. There are large 
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Esthonian and Lettish colonies, too, with churches and 
benevolent and literary organisations. The Baltic element 
makes a useful and indispensable contribution to the city's 
work, but no one would describe it as characteristic of the 
capital. The railway that creeps along the southern shore 
of the Finnish Gulf from St. Petersburg to Reval, sending out 
a branch on the way to Riga, brings into the city daily large 
supplies of milk, butter, eggs and vegetables. 

Finland, in spite of its nearness t o  St. Petersburg, is kept 
apart by its autonomy, which expresses itself among other 
things in the existence of a customs barrier. But of late 
years the influence of St. Petersburg has been extending 
into Finland. The growing population of the capital is going 
farther and farther afield in its search for dachas or summer 
cottages, in which the families of St. Petersburg residents 
spend the long school holidays, the working members of each 
family travelling daily to and from business. The line of 

, lnchas has crossed the Finnish frontier. Kuokkala and 
Teriolci, two seaside villages just over the border, are crowded 
with Russians during the summer months, and this move- 
ment of summer colonisation following the Helsingfors railway 
line has now reached the outskirts of Viborg. A great deal 
of Finnish land in the region is being sold to Russians, and 
many of the dachas are displaying a tendency to  become 
permanent residences. It is remarkable how in spite of this 
influx the region maintains its distinctively Finnish character. 

To the north-east of St. Petersburg lie the Russian govern- 
ments of Archangel and Olonets and Volagda. How close to 
the capital is this strange northern region that reaches up 
to the Arctic zone ! There are times when the city seems 
to be caught in the power of the north, to be held on the 
fringe of existence, on the melancholy rim of the world, 
remote from the cheerful, bustling, turbulent life of Cen.tral 
and Southern Europe. There are grey, winter days, when 
the north wind comes straight down from the Polar regions 
and seems to claim the city for darkness and desolation. 
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Years ago the proximity of the north was made vivid by the 
Lapps, who came down in the winter with their reindeer, 
pitched their skin tents on the ice of the Neva and took 
children for rides in their reindeer sleighs. But in the daily 
life of the capital the northern regions play a comparatively 
small part. With the Olonets government connection is main- 
tained in the summer by steamers which ply along the rivers, 
lakes and canals, and in the winter almost entirely by sleigh. 
A recently-constructed railway line, which follows a lonely 
trail across Northern Russia to the Ural iron region and 
farther on into Western Siberia where it joins the Trans- 
Siberian line, passes through Vologda and Viatka and Perm, 
and from Vologda a line leads due north to Archangel. Yet 
Archangel is less distant from Moscow by rail than it is from 
St. Petersburg. Peasants from the northern governments 
come t o  St. Petersburg to work, but their presence is barely 
noticeable. They are lost in the general mass. The actual 
importance of the northern governments to  the capital is, 
indeed, very slight. They possess rich natural resources. 
The Archangel and Vologda governments are covered with 
dense forests, and in Vologda there are said to be rich oil 
deposits. But these resources have as yet been barely 
utilised. The importance of the shores of the White Sea and 
of the White Sea fisheries is only now coming home to the 
residents of the capital, and it is only very recently that 
Russian sovereignty over the island of Kovaia Zemlia has 
been effectively asserted for economic purposes. The nor- 
thern governments are still used as a region of exile for 
political offenders, a t  a time when even Siberia has lost its 
terrors. They are still to a large extent waste lands. And 
here, again, the St. Petersburg principle of sketching out a 
big plan, leaving it to time to fill in the details, is clearly 
manifested. I t  is an imperialistic attitude, the very reverse 
of that of tiny States which diligently cultivate every acre 
and make their whole land a garden. 

To realise how far St. Petersburg represents a sum of 
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distances one has only to walk up the Nevsky Prospect, 
the chief thoroughfare of the city. Several churches face 
the Nevsky. In Eastern Europe religion is almost synony- 
mous with nationality. The various churches stand for 
various forms of culture. And the churches on the Nevsky 
stand for most of the chief forms of Christian culture repre- 
sented in the Empire. There is a Dutch Reformed Church, 
for instance, near the Moika Canal, which now stands rather 
as a monument to the past than as a place of worship for 
the little Dutch colony now in St. Petersburg. I t  recalls 
the days when the founder of the city worked in the ship- 
yards of Saardam and Amsterdam, when the Dutch were 
still powerful on the seas. Dutch artisans were brought to 
St. Petersburg. Dutch shipping terms were adopted by the 
Russians, and the very name familiarly applied to the capital 
by the people is Pieter, the Dutch form of the Emperor's 
name. The days of transitory Dutch ascendancy are long 
since past, and the church near the Moika stands as their 
sober and worthy monument. 

Higher up the Nevsky is the German Lutheran Church of 
St. Peter and Paul, which represents a very important ele- 
ment in the make-up of St. Petersburg and in the history of 
Russian imperialism. Nearly opposite the German Church 
is the KazanCathedral, which symbolises dominant orthodoxy, 
but not the grey, traditional ecclesiasticism which rules on 
the Moscow Kremlin. Rather with its eclectic architecture 

l and its Doric colonnades does it represent that modernised 
Westernised Orthodoxy, that generalised official Orthodoxy 
which is characteristic of St. Petersburg. At the upper end 
of the Nevsky stands another important Orthodox centre, 
the Lavra or Monastery of St. Alexander Nevsky, where the 
metopolitan has his residence. Standing as it does between 
the factory district and the commercial part of the city, the 
Lavra, for all its air of cool seclusion from the world, fails 
to revive the genuine traditional spirit. In its modern 
surrounclings it is too patently official. 


























































